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Lahore Education and Research Network (LEARN)  

Year in Review 2017-18 
About Us 

Lahore Education and Research Network (LEARN) is a Capacity Building and 
Research Network of professionals based in Lahore that works in unison with other 
institutions and individuals on a collaborative-model bases. In this way, we act as 
the bridge between the institutions we work with and the professional trainers, 
researchers and experts we liaison and network with to provide world class training, 
development and research to our clients tailored as per their needs and demands. 

Our current focus is on legal education and practice in Pakistan and we endeavor 
to provide the best trainers and programme modules customized to suit the 
individual needs of our clients. 

Our Mission 
 
Established in the year 2015, LEARN aims to bridge the gap between education, 
research and practice thereby, increasing the intellectual capacity of the trainees 
and to equip them with practical skills that would enable them to build on their 
theoretical knowledge. We believe in the collective strength of synergizing the best 
of talent and knowledge to bring it to people and places where it is most needed. 
 
What We Do 
 
LEARN operates by way of developing linkages with master trainers and experts in 
the field of law, politics, governance, economy, development and education as well 
as career and academic counselors and organizations to develop, arrange, organize 
and manage research and capacity building seminars and workshops. 
 
In this way, we are able to offer convenient and flexible programmes that focus on 
developing and harnessing specialized skills including, but not limited 
to, academic writing and research methodologies, presentation skills, CV and 
resume development, negotiation and professional development, teacher training 
and faculty development. 
 
We also offer our own research, commentaries and analysis of laws and policy input 
for international and intergovernmental organizations, NGOs, as well as for 
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government departments on the interplay and implications of international law areas and 
the consequent position of Pakistan and its resulting obligations thereof. 
 
Our Expertise 
 

Research  

Areas 

Professional  

Development 

Academic  

Development 

 

Law & Politics 

 

Intellectual Capacity Building 

 

 

Academic Writing & Support 

Economy & Development Skills Development 

 

Research Methodologies  

Trade & Investment Negotiation & Presentation 

 

Referencing & Footnotes 

Rights & Governance Networking & Industry Practice Personal Statements & Applications 

 

Education Resume Development 

 

Career & Academic Counseling 

Environment 

 

Ethics & Conduct Faculty Development 

 

Our Year in Review (2017-18) 

1. LEARN Debuts on Twitter |8th July 2017 
On 8 July 2017, LEARN joined Twitter sharing its work and initiatives 
with the global community through the social media platform. We 
tweet @info_learnpak and look forward to welcoming you aboard. 
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We plan to continue providing practical training in law and bridge the gap between legal 
education and practice. For your suggestion on further topics that you would like us to 
cover, please write to us at info@learnpak.com.pk. 
 
 

2. Pakistan’s Women in Law | Sept 17 – March 18 
 
We started work on the first ever compilation on Pakistan’s Women in Law in 
September 2017 and called for nominations of inspirational women in law.  
 
The compilation was developed to document our work on the women in law initiative 
in Pakistan and to highlight the work of female role models in the profession. It also 
includes articles and features on work by female lawyers as well as details on women 
related initiatives and organizations.  
 
The compilation got printed in March 2018. It may be requested by sending your address 
and contact number to info@learnpak.com.pk . 
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3. Creative Writing and IP Rights – A 
Conversation | 20th Jan 2018 
We collaborated with ‘The Writing 
Institute’ to put together a 
conversation on creative writing and 
intellectual property (IP) rights on 20th 
January 2018 at the STEP Institute of 
Art and Design. We were truly honored 
to have a panel of celebrated writers 
and lawyers including:  
 

v Ms. Faiqa Mansab (Author of ‘This House of Clay and Water’) 
v Ms. Laaleen Sukhera (Editor – ‘Austenistan’) 
v Ms. Fatima Sidra Sheikh (Lawyer and Author of ‘The Light Blue Jumper’) 
v Ms. Sara Naveed (Author of ‘Undying Affinity’ and ‘Our Story Ends Here’) 
v Mr. Muhammad Ahmad Qayyum (Advocate and Speaker on IP Rights) 

 
The session was attended by over 100 
participants and the conversation played 
a central role in highlighting the 
challenges of writers in Pakistan 
especially pertaining to export of their 
books and the role the government could 
play in supporting the nascent industry.  
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4. National Youth Summit Pakistan – University of Lahore | 13th Feb 2018 
 
Ms. Nida Usman Chaudhary 
(Founder – LEARN) had the 
privilege and honor to share 
the stage with two sitting 
MNAs Ms. Romina 
Khursheed Alam (PML-N) 
and Mr. Shahryar Afridi 
(PTI) as a speaker on 
‘Countering Violent 
Extremism in Youth’ at the 
National Youth Summit 
Pakistan on 13 February 2018.  
 

5. LEARN BLOG  
We introduced the LEARN Blog on our website and received contributions from the 
public. The LEARN blog is an active place for the community members where they 
can share their viewpoints on issues they feel most closely affected by.  

Ms. Aisha Ayub, Ms. Waiza 
Rafique, Ms. Anoshay Fazal, Ms. 
Javeria A. Kashif and Ms. Wajeeha 
Tamseel are some of our regular 
contributors. We look forward to 
receiving more submissions from 
you all. Write to us at 
info@learnpak.com.pk .  

 
6. Women In Law hits a Century| 14th Feb 2018 

 
Our Women in Law WhatsApp 
Group – a professional networking 
and support group for female lawyers 
to connect for work related queries 
and assistance and which gives them 
an opportunity to interact, organize 
and debate reached 100+ members 
from across Pakistan. To join the 
group, please send your CV to us at 
info@learnpak.com.pk and mention 
‘WhatsApp Group Joining Request’ 
in the subject. 
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7. Women in Law Seminar 2018 – Women, Technology and Law | 17th Feb 2018 

The ‘Women in Law’ 
Seminar 2018 was 
conducted with kind 
support and 
collaboration with 
Digital Rights 
Foundation (DRF) on 
17th February 2018 at 
The Nishat Hotel, 
Gulberg Lahore.  

The event marked three years of Women in Law Initiative and served as the platform 
to launch the cover of the first ever compilation on Women in Law in addition to 
sharing an appraisal on the initiative and its various efforts. This was followed by a 
panel discussion on Women, Technology and Law to promote an understanding of 
digital rights and the role of women in utilizing technology for their work and 
networking and also how they could use it for advocacy of digital rights to reach the 
most vulnerable of all victims.  

The panel comprised of the following speakers: 

1. Ms. Shmyla Khan, Project Manager – Cyber 
Harassment Helpline, Digital Rights 
Foundation 

2. Ms. Anooshay Shaigan – Vice President, 
Courting the Law 

3. Ms. Angbeen Mirza – Advocate and Board 
Member, Digital Rights Foundation 

 

The seminar concluded with a short 
workshop on achieving online security 
delivered by Mr. Hamza Ali and Ms. 
Nighat Dad of DRF. The participants 
were briefed on the fundamentals of 
online security, passwords and social 
applications that ensured data security. 
The participants were then given a 
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chance for an open floor discussion on women in law and digital rights and a chance 
to network with each other more informally over lunch.  

This seminar was dedicated to the loving 
memory of (Late) Ms. Asma Jahangir.  
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8. SEPLAA Emerging Women Leader Award | March 2018 

 
 
 
Ms. Nida Usman Chaudhary 
was selected amongst the 
‘SEPLAA Emerging Women 
Leaders’ of 2018 in 
recognition of her work and 
contribution to the women 
in law initiative in Pakistan.  

 

 

 

9. Plastic Awareness Campaign | 12th March 2018 

As part of its commitment to 
environment and human rights, 
LEARN initiated the campaign 
on plastic consumption 
awareness in March 2018.  

 

 

The purpose of the campaign was to 
create awareness surrounding the 
perils of single-use plastic and 
how easily it could be avoided. The 
campaign encouraged the 
consumers to ‘ditch the straw’ and 
‘embrace the cup’ as one example of 
contribution that we could make. 
The campaign has several 
components and elements.  
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The first phase of the online awareness campaign that featured video messages of 
celebrities, activists, medical professionals, students and supporters went throughout 
May with support coming our way from the likes of Mr. Noman Ijaz, Mr. Sohail 
Ahmad, Ms. Simi Raheel, Mr. Mahmood Aslam, Mr Faysal Qureshi, Mr. Ali Zafar 
and Ms. Areebah Shahid amongst others. We are grateful for their support and 
contribution in getting the message out across.  

We are using hashtags #KnowYourPlastic   
and #PlayYourPart for this campaign. We 
look forward all to support from everyone in 
this endeavor. 

 

 

10. ‘Women in Law’ Stands on its own Feet| 15 March 
2018 
 
A project that started out as an initiative by LEARN 
received much love and support for it to grow into a 
community of its own. We therefore decided to place 
it on its own footing and gave it a dedicated Facebook 
Page, Facebook Group and Twitter Account. The 
initiative now supports female lawyers all across 
Pakistan and has been instrumental in inspiring the 
growth of other initiatives focusing on female 
lawyers.  
 
 
 
 

More activities, awareness drives and 
phases of the campaign are planned. These 
will focus on different aspects of plastic, its 
consumption as well as its disposal and 
avoidance and the need and importance of 
segregation of the waste correctly in 
labelled bins. 



	

Lahore Education and Research Network| www.learnpak.com.pk| info@learnpak.com.pk  
Copyrights © LEARN 2018 

10	

We are especially proud of our work that inspired 
the development of the ‘National Women 
Lawyers Society’ (NWLS) in Pakistan. We look 
forward to continuing this journey and promote 
all dialogues, events and endeavors that take our 
mission and cause for equality of opportunity, 
connectivity and development of female lawyers 
in Pakistan forward. 

 

 

 

 

 

11. Pakistan Youth Change Advocates (PYCA) Campaign for Girls Right to 
Education | 19th March 2018 
PYCA launched their campaign to demand at least 12 years of education for the girl 
child and we lent our support to the initiative. Ms. Nida in her video message 

stressed on the importance of educating a girl 
child so she could protect herself from 
manipulation and misdirection.  
 

 

 

Women in Twitter handle: 
@WomenInLawPk 

Women in Law Facebook Group: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/166801250617387/ 
 

Women in Law Facebook Page: 
https://www.facebook.com/WomenInLawPk/?ref=bookmarks&_rdc=1&_rdr 

Her message can be viewed at the following link: 

https://twitter.com/PYCAPk/status/975592520582385665 
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12. Social Media Festival – University of Lahore | 26th March 2018 
Ms. Nida Usman Chaudhary was invited to speak at the University of Lahore’s 
Social Media Festival on ‘Countering Hate Speech and Defamation on Social 
Media’. She shared the panel with Ms. Shmyla Khan from Digital Rights 
Foundation and Ms. Maryam Khan. 
 

Ms. Nida focused her discussion on the 
reasons behind susceptibility of social media 
forums to be used as platforms for 
generating hate, abuse and trolling. She 
questioned why it was so easy for people to 
use these forums to say and do things that 
they would otherwise in their offline world, 
be careful of? The answer seemed to be 

embedded in the misnomer that online abuse has little or no 
consequences for the perpetrator. Ms. Nida stressed that 
this was a misconception and that online abuse is unlawful 
and can get people into trouble. She requested the audience 
to take responsibility for their actions and to use their 
platforms productively.  
 
She also laid emphasis on the importance of understanding 
what ‘hate speech’ really was and how lack of its 
understanding makes people resort to it without them even 
knowing or considering that what they are saying is 
potentially falling under scope and ambit of ‘hate speech’ 
which is outlawed and is a crime. Clear guidance, rules and 
debates to that affect needed to be put in place by 
authorities and she hoped that seminars such as the social 
media festival would play their part in imparting this 
understanding amongst the youth.  
 

13. Policy Exchange Dialogue – CDPR | 6th April 2018 

The Consortium of Development Policy Research held its policy exchange dialogue 
on ‘Constraints to Women Workforce Participation’ on 6th April 2018 at which 
Ms. Nida Usman was invited as the legal expert. She highlighted the inherent 
inequalities in the law which make it a hindrance in women workforce participation. 
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She especially questioned the linking of provision of crèche facility to women 
workers and discrepancies in maternity 
and paternity leave for men and 
women and narrated it as a 
contributing factor that adds to the 
‘baggage’ that comes with hiring 
female workers as opposed to male 
workers and in doing so it creates a 
competitive disadvantage for them. 
She expressed that until these 
inequalities are removed there was 
slim chance that women would be 
looked upon as professionals and more 
as a gender that comes with baggage.  

 

 

 

14. Understanding Harassment | 28th April 2018 

The harassment law in 
Pakistan is currently in 
need of dire reform.  

In light of the global 
movement #MeToo 
and the increasing 
claims and outcries by 
victims of this socio-
legal menace, LEARN 
convened a roundtable 
discussion of legal and 
policy experts to 
understand what 
constituted actionable 
‘harassment’, the legal 

loopholes and lacunas in it, the stringent and anachronistic evidentiary requirements 
as well as way forward for reform. The discussion is being channelized into a policy 

Her talk is available at the following link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A7VUjT2e9B8 
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paper with recommendations for reform in this area of law and suggestions for other 
stakeholders. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

The panel comprised of: 

• Dr Rubina Saigol (an independent researcher and gender expert with over 35 years of experience) 
• Mr. Asad Jamal (Advocate and Professor of Law) 
• Ms. Salma Muzaffar (Legal Executive at Punjab Commission on Status of Women) 
• Ms. Mariam Saeed (Advocate and Educationist) 
• Mr. Hassan Niazi (Senior Associate – Axis Law Chambers and Lecturer at LUMS) 
• Ms. Shmyla Khan (Project Manager – Cyber Harassment Helpline, Digital Rights Foundation) 
• Ms. Dania Mukhtar (Associate – Axis Law Chambers) 
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15. Lahore High Court CPD Lecture | 2nd May 2018 

 

Ms. Nida Usman Chaudhary was 
invited to give a guest lecture at the 
Lahore High Court on ‘Dynamics of 
International Parental Child 
Abduction’.  

 

 

This lecture was organized by Mr. Haseeb ullah Khan, Chairman of the Lahore High 
Court Bar Association Committee on Legal Education as part of continuing professional 
development (CPD) of lawyers. She was honored to have shared the space with learned 
Judge Mr. Muhammad Amir Munir and with Justice Jawad Hassan who was the 
chief Guest at the occasion.  
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16. Rotary District Conference | 5th May 201 

This year’s Rotary District 
Conference in Islamabad included a 
session on ‘Women 
Empowerment and Law, 
Challenges and Opportunities’.  

Ms. Nida was invited as a panelist 
for this session along with PDG Eva 
Kurniaty (Indonesia), District and 
Sessions Judge Nusrat Yasmeen 
Intikhab and Ms. Seemal Zaman. 

Ms. Nida also had the chance to meet Ms. Karen 
Swaim Babin, the representative of Rotary 
International President at the occasion. 

Ms. Nida spoke about the need to understand the 
relationship between law, legal process and 
women and the extent to which it impacts their 
life, their choices, their movement, their careers 
and every aspect of their life as practically hostage 
to their position in law because the makers of this 
law are essentially mostly men.  
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She asserted that if equality is not present in the minds 
of people making the law then it will hardly be seen to 
be reflected in the laws they make and this is what 
makes it so important for women and all other 	

 

 

17. On Honor Killings… |14th May 2018 

Our Associate Ms. Waiza Rafique (Advocate) spoke to media about rise in honor 
killings and crimes against women despite legislative attempts to curb the violence 
against women. Her interview was aired by Hum News and by News One. 

 

18. Alliance Ambassador Pakistan | 15th May 2018 

Alliance for Equality in Dispute 
Resolution is an international 
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organization that works to promote 
equality and diversity in Alternative 
Dispute Resolution.  

Ms. Nida was selected as its 
ambassador in Pakistan for her work on 
equality, access and inclusion in 
Pakistan.  

 

19. LHCBA Committee on Gender Equality and Diversity | 15th May 2018 

On 15th May 2018 the Lahore High Court Bar Association (LHCBA) constituted a 
Committee on ‘Gender Equality and Diversity’. Ms. Nida was nominated as its 
Chairperson.  

She, along with her team, successfully conducted its inaugural event on 21st of June 2018 
with a conversation on ‘Equality of Access’.  

Mrs. Justice Ayesha A. Malik graced the occasion as the Chief Guest. The committee 
plays a very important in gender sensitization of the fraternity and aims to work for 
ensuring access to justice for all.  

 

 

 

 

The committee can be reached at eqdcommittee@gmail.com 
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20. Women in Law Supports Khadija Siddiqi |May 2018 

Khadija Siddiqi – a law student was 
brutally attacked by knife in 2016 
allegedly by a fellow classmate. The 
classmate – Shah Hussain, son of an 
influential lawyer Mr. Tanvir Hashmi 
was later convicted and sentenced to 7 
years in prison. His sentence was later 
reduced and then later a High Court 
judgement acquitted the accused from 
all charges on account that 
prosecution was not able to prove the 
case beyond reasonable doubt.  

The case is currently pending before the Supreme Court of Pakistan. The Women in 
Law stood by Khadija and against gender based violence as one voice and highlighted 
the challenges faced by prosecution and the victim within the criminal justice system 
that is archaic, hostile and in need of reform. We hope for justice for Khadija Siddiqi 
and all others like her and pray that no one has to suffer what she has gone through. 
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LEARN In Images 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Observing Earth Hour 2018 at WWF                        LEARN gets its 1st official Plaque 
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LEARN Family Grows as Maryam Salman joins us. She has 
become a pillar of strength and support in a very short span 
of time. 
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The Year Ahead | A Forecast 

Great stuff coming soon your way including but not limited to: 

a. Short/Certificate Programmes and skills based trainings in law 
b. Women in Law: Equal Access to Opportunities 
c. Equality is a State of Mind: Addressing Mental Blocks 
d. Plastic Consumption Awareness Drives 
e. Career Development Series 
f. Graduate to Associates Series 
g. Academic Development Series 
h. Policy Papers, Articles and Reform Proposals  
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Join Us 
Opportunities will arise for the following from time to time: 
 

• Master Trainers 
• Trainers 
• Research Associates 
• Research Assistants 
• Volunteers/Student Ambassadors 

 
 

For details on postings please keep visiting our Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/legaleducationandresearchnetwork.pk/?ref=bookmarks or log 
on to our website www.learnpak.com.pk  

 

	

	


